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remained silent They were alarmed perhaps, because the laws which they had earned in the preceding year were challenged by the new prsators, and were held by the Senate to be invalid, and they were" unwilling to alienate a popular tribune " 1
And again elsewhere " When I saw that the faction of Catiline was in power, that the party which I had led, some from envy of myself, some from feai for their own lives, had betrayed and deserted me, when the two consuls had been purchased by promises of provinces, and had gone over to my enemies, and the condition of the bargain was, that I was to be delivered over, tied and bound, to my enemies, when the Senate and knights were in mouining, but were not allowed to bring my cause before the people, when my blood had been made the seal of the arrangement under which the State had been disposed of, when I saw all this, although 'the good' weie ready to fight for me, and were willing to die for me, I would not consent, because I saw that victory or defeat would alike bring rum to the Commonwealth. The Senate was poweiless The Forum was ruled by violence In such a city there was no place for me " 2
So Cicero, as he looked back afterwards, described the struggle in his own mind His friends had then rallied, CsBsar was far away, and he could tell his own story, and could pile his invectives on those who had m]ured him His1 matchless literary power has given him exclusive command over the history of his time His enemies' characters have been accepted from his pen as correct portraits If we allow his description of Clodius and the two consuls to be true
1  Abridged from the Orabopro P Sexbo
2  Oratw post Tedttum ad Qmntes.